9.
CHILDREN
of THE PEOPLE
IN THE last three chapters the findings of this research project have
been reviewed in terms of averages for all the Navaho children, for
those of different ages, for boys and girls, and for residents of differ-
ent areas. The data were necessarily treated in a somewhat statistical
way, with little attention paid to what they showed for individuals.
In all these chapters the data discussed were derived in the first in-
stance from individuals. Thus it seems fitting that the last chapter
of the study should turn to individuals. Moreover, an examination
of the life history and test performance of a series of children will
furnish an idea of the range of variation included in the preceding
averages. It will also show how generally some of the Navaho ways
of living described prevail today.
Four children from Shiprock and six each from Ramah and
Navaho Mountain have been selected for presentation here. They
must not be thought of as "typical" in any sense, but rather as "repre-
sentative" of various circumstances in their localities, such as good
or poor economic and social standing, "progressive" or conservative
attitude, degree of acculturation, amount of education in the family,
and stable or disorganized family life. In choosing the children to
describe, these factors were kept in mind rather than the child's IQ
or other personal qualities. In order to preserve the subject's ano-
nymity, pseudonyms have been used, and identifying data have been
either suppressed or slightly altered. Cases are presented as of July
1943 because later information was available for only a few of them.
To convey the kind of understanding that will be most helpful in
improving matters for The People, it was felt that there were needed
as many concrete illustrations as possible of the things that have been
said all through this book and The Navaho. For this reason, in pre-
paring the cases, attention was directed quite as much to the family
background and experience of the child as to the effect of these fac-
tors on his character formation and their reflection in the tests. Data
from the interviews form a large part of each study.